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INTRODUCTION 


Purpose  of  the  Bulletin 

The  Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test  will  be  written  on  June  13,  1989. 
This  bulletin  provides  specific  information  about  the  design,  the  composition, 
and  the  scoring  of  the  Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test. 

Teachers  should  also  refer  to  the  publication  Grade  6 Social  Studies 
Curriculum  Specifications  (1986),  which  presents  the  specific  content  and 
objectives  that  guide  the  development  of  the  test  questions. 

Students  should  have  access  to  the  information  in  this  bulletin,  particularly 
to  the  sample  questions. 

Questions  or  comments  regarding  this  bulletin  should  be  directed  to: 

Dennis  Belyk 

Acting  Associate  Director, 

Achievement  Tests  and  Diagnostic  Unit 

Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch 

Alberta  Education 

Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 

11160  Jasper  Avenue 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2 

Phone:  427-2948 

or  to  the  nearest  Alberta  Education  Regional  Office: 


Grande  Prairie  Regional  Office 
5th  Floor,  Nordic  Court 
10014  - 99  Street 
Grande  Prairie,  Alberta  T8V  3N4 
Phone:  538-5130 


Calgary  Regional  Office 
12th  Floor,  Rocky  Mountain  Plaza 
615  Macleod  Trail  SE 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  4T8 
Phone:  297-6353 


Edmonton  Regional  Office 
8th  Floor,  Harley  Court 
10045  - 111  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  1K4 
Phone:  427-2952 


Red  Deer  Regional  Office 

3rd  Floor  West,  Provincial  Building 

4920  - 51  Street 

Red  Deer,  Alberta  T4N  6K8 

Phone:  340-5262 


Lethbridge  Regional  Office 
200  - 5th  Avenue  South 
Lethbridge,  Alberta  T1J  4C7 
Phone:  381-5243 


- 1 - 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Purpose  of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program 

The  Achievement  Testing  Program  provides  Alberta  Education,  school 
jurisdictions,  and  the  public  with  information  significant  at  the  provincial 
and  local  levels  about  student  knowledge,  understanding,  and  skills  in 
relation  to  program  objectives.  This  program  is  not  intended  to  provide 
information  to  be  used  for  student  placement  or  promotion. 

The  achievement  tests  are  administered  on  a four-year  cycle  in  four  subject 
areas:  Language  Arts,  Social  Studies,  Mathematics,  and  Science;  and  at  three 
grade  levels:  3,  6,  and  9. 


Nature  of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program 

The  achievement  tests  are  specific  to  the  program  of  studies  prescribed  by  the 
Minister  of  Education.  Curriculum  specifications  for  each  subject  area, 
provided  by  the  Curriculum  Branch  and  the  Language  Services  Branch  of  Alberta 
Education,  identify  the  major  content  areas,  the  specific  learning  objectives 
within  each  content  area,  and  the  emphasis  that  each  objective  is  to  receive. 
The  test  questions  reflect  these  curriculum  specifications. 

Classroom  teachers  from  across  the  province  are  extensively  involved  in 
developing  and  field  testing  the  questions.  The  student  responses  are 
analysed  after  field  testing  to  determine  each  question's  suitability  for 
inclusion  on  the  achievement  test.  Questions  may  undergo  several  revisions 
before  they  appear  on  the  achievement  test. 

The  final  draft  of  each  test  is  examined  by  an  Achievement  Test  Review 
Committee  that  includes  representatives  of  The  Alberta  Teachers'  Association, 
the  Conference  of  Alberta  School  Superintendents,  Alberta's  post-secondary 
institutions,  and  Alberta  Education. 


Exemptions  from  the  Achievement  Testing  Program 

The  results  of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program  are  significant  at  the  school 
jurisdiction  level.  All  students  who  have  been  taught  the  subject  being 
tested  are  expected  to  participate  in  the  Achievement  Testing  Program.  Any 
exceptions  must  be  identified  by  the  principal  and  approved  by  the 
superintendent  of  schools. 


- 2 - 


The  only  students  who  may  be  excused  from  participating  are  those  for  whom  the 

test  is  inappropriate.  That  is: 

1.  Students  who  are  enrolled  in  an  approved  program  that  has  been  designed 
for  special  needs  students 

2.  Students  who  were  taught  the  subject  being  tested  in  another  semester  or 
year 

3.  Students  who  are  enrolled  in  an  English  as  a Second  Language  program 

4.  Students  who  are  being  taught  the  specific  subject  being  tested 
(mathematics,  science,  or  social  studies)  in  a language  other  than  English 

Exemptions  for  reasons  other  than  those  outlined  must  be  approved  by  the 

Director  of  the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch. 


Students  Receiving  Instruction  in  French 

French  translations  of  the  Social  Studies  and  Science  achievement  tests  are 
available  for  grades  6 and  9 according  to  the  schedule  on  page  4.  School 
jurisdictions  that  intend  to  have  their  students  write  achievement  tests  in 
French  must  notify  Alberta  Education  prior  to  March  1,  1989. 


Administration  of  the  Achievement  Testing  Program 

The  Achievement  Testing  Program  is  administered  in  accordance  with  directives 
issued  by  the  Director,  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch,  under  the 
authority  of  Evaluation  of  Students  Regulations . The  achievement  tests  must 
be  administered  on  the  scheduled  dates  and  may  not  be  rescheduled. 

The  achievement  tests  must  remain  unopened  until  the  time  of  writing. 
Duplication  of  any  test  materials,  including  the  test  booklets  and  answer 
sheets,  is  expressly  forbidden. 

Immediately  following  the  administration  of  the  scheduled  achievement  tests, 
the  principal  must  ensure  that  test  booklets  and  answer  sheets  are  forwarded 
to  school  board  offices.  The  school  board  is  responsible  for  collecting  and 
forwarding  to  the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch  all  test  materials 
containing  students'  responses.  Further  details  regarding  procedures  for 
returning  these  materials  to  the  Branch  will  be  issued  when  the  achievement 
tests  are  delivered.  For  private  schools,  the  Regional  Offices  of  Alberta 
Education  assume  responsibility  for  collecting  and  forwarding  test  materials 
to  the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch.  All  unused  testing  materials 
may  be  retained  by  the  school  jurisdiction. 

Alberta  Education  will  supervise  the  scoring  of  all  achievement  tests.  The 
scoring  of  achievement  tests  by  school  personnel  prior  to  returning  test 
materials  to  the  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch  is  a violation  of  the 
Examination  Rules  and  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  Achievement  Testing 
Program. 
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In  1989,  the  achievement  tests  will  be  administered  according  to  the  following 
schedule: 


Tuesday,  June  13,  1989  (Morning) 

Grade  3 English  Language  Arts 
Grade  6 Social  Studies* 

Grade  9 Science* 

In  1990,  the  achievement  tests  will  be  administered  according  to  the  following 
schedule: 

Tuesday,  June  12,  1990  (Morning) 

Grade  3 Mathematics 
Grade  6 Science* 

Grade  9 English  Language  Arts 


Thursday,  June  14,  1990  (Morning) 

Grade  9 French  Language  Arts 

*A  French  translation  of  this  test  is  available.  The  French  translation 
must  be  administered  at  the  same  time  as  the  English  version. 


Reporting  the  Achievement  Test  Results 

In  September  1989,  a provincial  report  will  be  issued  that  will  present  the 
overall  results  for  the  province  on  major  curriculum  dimensions.  Each 
jurisdiction  will  receive  a district  profile  of  student  achievement  to 
parallel  the  provincial  report,  as  well  as  guidelines  for  interpreting  the 
jurisdictional  results  in  relation  to  provincial  norms.  Alberta  Education 
will  not  issue  individual  statements  of  results  to  students;  individual 
student  profiles  will  be  sent  to  superintendents  and  to  the  principals  of  the 
schools  where  the  students  wrote  the  test. 

Consistent  with  our  current  interim  French  Student  Evaluation  Policy, 
provincial  reports  will  not  be  prepared  for  the  French  translations  of  the 
achievement  tests  in  Grade  6 Social  Studies  or  Grade  9 Science. 

Jurisdictions  that  choose  to  have  their  Francophone  and/or  French  Immersion 
students  write  a French  translation  of  the  achievement  tests  in  Grade  6 Social 
Studies  or  Grade  9 Science  will  receive  reports  of  jurisdiction  and  school 
results.  Until  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  instruction  in  French  is 
relatively  uniform  across  the  province,  permitting  valid  and  reliable  inter- 
pretation of  provincial  data,  provincial  reports  of  achievement  tests  in  French 
language  programs  will  not  be  prepared. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GRADE  6 SOCIAL  STUDIES  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 


General  Description 

The  test  is  based  on  the  1981  Alberta  Social  Studies  Curriculum.  All  test 
questions  are  drawn  from  the  content  of  the  three  topics  prescribed  for 
Grade  6.  These  topics  are:  How  People  in  Earlier  Times  Met  Their  Needs;  How 
People  in  Eastern  Societies  Meet  Their  Needs  Today;  and  Meeting  Needs  Through 
Local,  Provincial,  and  Federal  Governments.  Content  emphasis  is  derived  from 
the  Grade  6 Social  Studies  Curriculum  Specifications . 

The  test  has  two  components.  Part  A and  Part  B,  which  are  printed  as  separate 
booklets.  Part  A contains  the  multiple-choice  questions  and  is  worth  10%  of 
the  total  test  score.  This  section  consists  of  50  questions.  The  student 
will  be  required  to  use  a separate  answer  sheet  for  this  part  of  the  test. 

Part  B consists  of  written-response  questions.  This  section  is  worth  30%  of 
the  total  test  score  and  consists  of  several  questions  requiring  short  written 
responses.  The  questions  are  based  on  a common  content  area  and  include  all 
three  types  of  objectives:  value,  knowledge,  and  skill. 

The  test  will  be  administered  on  the  morning  of  June  13,  1989.  The  total 
writing  time  for  the  test  is  100  minutes,  subdivided  as  follows: 

Part  A (multiple-choice  questions):  To  be  administered  during  a 50-minute 

period  prior  to  recess  on  the  morning  of  June  13,  1989 

Part  B (written-response  questions):  To  be  administered  during  a 50-minute 

period  following  recess  on  the  same  morning 

The  amount  of  time  allotted  for  Part  A and  Part  B should  be  sufficient  for 
most  students  to  complete  all  of  the  questions.  Students  are  NOT  permitted  to 
write  beyond  the  time  allotted. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  minimize  the  use  of  difficult  vocabulary. 
Readability  is  carefully  monitored,  both  through  the  involvement  of  numerous 
Grade  6 teachers  during  the  test-development  process  and  through  field  testing. 

Objectives  related  to  the  development  of  attitudes  and  to  most  participation 
skills  do  not  form  part  of  this  test.  The  weighting  allocated  to  the 
development  of  these  objectives  in  the  curriculum  specifications  has  been 
reassigned  to  the  remaining  objectives  on  a prorated  basis.* 


♦Although  these  objectives  are  important,  questions  based  on  such  objectives 
yield  different  data  than  is  ordinarily  associated  with  student  performance 
on  an  achievement  test. 
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The  curriculum  allows  for  the  selection  of  a variety  of  civilizations  and 
societies  to  be  selected  for  study  in  topics  A and  B.  Since  many  different 
civilizations  and  societies  will  be  studied  in  Grade  6 classrooms  throughout 
the  province,  it  is  not  possible  to  test  students'  recall  of  specific  facts 
about  particular  civilizations  or  societies.  Students  will  therefore  be 
tested  on  their  recall  and  comprehension  of  general  information  related  to  the 
prescribed  concepts  and  generalizations.  To  do  well,  students  must  understand 
that  the  civilizations  or  societies  they  studied  represent  only  examples  of 
many  similar  civilizations  or  societies.  For  example,  the  early  civilizations 
they  have  studied  share  many  of  the  characteristics  of  other  civilizations. 


Content  of  the  Test 

The  topics  and  objectives  on  which  the  multiple-choice  questions  of  the  test 
are  based  are  shown  in  the  table  below.  (See  also  the  test  blueprint  on 
page  7.)  The  objectives  on  which  the  written-response  questions  of  the  test 
are  based  are  shown  on  the  blueprint  on  page  8. 


Number  and  Distribution  of  Multiple-Choice  Questions 
Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test 


Value 

Knowledqe 

Skill 

Total 

Emphasis  in  % 

Topic  A 

2 

7 

8 

17 

34 

Topic  B 

2 

7 

7 

16 

32 

Topic  C 

2 

8 

7 

17 

34 

TOTAL 

6 

22 

22 

50 

Emphasis 

(%)  12 

44 

44 

100 

Questions  based  on  value  objectives  relate  to  understanding  values  and 
developing  valuing  skills.  Questions  based  on  knowledge  objectives  are  drawn 
from  facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations  in  each  of  the  three  topics. 
Questions  based  on  skill  objectives  are  selected  from  the  inquiry  skills. 
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Blueprint  For  Part  A:  Multiple-Choice  Questions 

Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test 
(70%  of  the  total  test  score) 
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Blueprint  For  Part  B:  Written-Response  Questions 
Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test 
(30%  of  the  total  test  score) 


8 


Reporting  Categories 


Student  achievement  will  be  analysed  and  reported  to  school  jurisdictions 
using  10  reporting  categories.  The  first  eight  categories  report  information 
specific  to  the  multiple-choice  portion  of  the  test.  The  results  of  the 
written-response  portion  will  be  reported  in  the  remaining  two  categories. 


Multiple-Choice  Reporting  Categories 

RECALL  AND  COMPREHENSION  (ALL  TOPICS):  Recalls  and  understands  facts, 

concepts,  and  generalizations 

RECALL  AND  COMPREHENSION  (TOPIC  A):  Recalls  and  understands  facts,  concepts, 

and  generalizations  related  to  how  people  in  earlier  times  met  their  needs 

RECALL  AND  COMPREHENSION  (TOPIC  B) : Recalls  and  understands  facts,  concepts, 

and  generalizations  related  to  how  people  in  eastern  societies  meet  their 
needs  today 

RECALL  AND  COMPREHENSION  (TOPIC  C) : Recalls  and  understands  facts,  concepts, 

and  generalizations  related  to  meeting  needs  through  local,  provincial,  and 
federal  governments 

INQUIRY  SKILLS  I (ALL  TOPICS):  Uses  skills  related  to  identifying  elements  of 

an  issue,  formulating  research  questions  and  procedures,  and  gathering  data 

INQUIRY  SKILLS  II  (ALL  TOPICS):  Uses  skills  related  to  analysing,  evaluating, 

and  synthesizing  data 

INQUIRY  SKILLS  III  (ALL  TOPICS):  Uses  skills  related  to  resolving  issues, 

planning  courses  of  action,  and  evaluating  decisions  and  courses  of  action 

VALUE  CONCEPTS  AND  VALUING  SKILLS  (ALL  TOPICS):  Recalls  and  understands 

competing  values  and  uses  skills  to  analyse  competing  value  positions 


Written-Response  Reporting  Categories 

IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  ELEMENTS  OF  AN  ISSUE:  Recalls  facts,  concepts,  and 

generalizations  and  uses  them  to  identify  elements  of  an  issue 

RESOLUTION  OF  AN  ISSUE:  Recalls  facts,  concepts,  and  generalizations  and  uses 

them  to  present  and  defend  a statement  of  position 


- 9 - 


SCORING  OF  THE  TEST 


The  multiple-choice  portion  (Part  A)  of  the  test  will  be  machine-scored.  The 
written-response  section  (Part  B)  will  be  marked  by  Grade  6 teachers  who  have 
been  recommended  by  their  superintendents  and  appointed  by  the  Student 
Evaluation  and  Records  Branch. 


Selection  of  Markers 

To  qualify  for  recommendation  by  a superintendent,  a prospective  marker  must 
have  taught  Grade  6 Social  Studies  for  two  or  more  years,  currently  be 
teaching  Grade  6 Social  Studies,  and  have  a valid  permanent  Alberta  teaching 
certificate. 

Superintendents  will  be  contacted  in  March  1989  for  their  recommendations. 
The  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch  will  select  approximately  150 
teachers  from  the  list  of  recommended  markers.  Selections  will  be  made  to 
reflect  a proportional  representation  from  the  various  regions  of  Alberta. 
Markers  will  be  contacted  in  May. 


Dates  for  Scoring 

The  written-response  section  of  the  1989  Grade  6 Social  Studies  Achievement 
Test  will  be  scored  in  Edmonton  during  the  week  of  July  17  to  22,  1989. 


Scoring  Procedures 

Markers  will  be  trained  in  the  application  of  scoring  guides,  and  sample 
papers  will  be  discussed  prior  to  actual  scoring.  Consistency  in  marking  will 
be  closely  monitored. 

Each  paper  will  be  scored  by  three  different  markers.  However,  each  question 
will  be  scored  by  only  one  marker.  This  scoring  system  will  allow  reliable 
results  to  be  reported  at  the  jurisdictional  and  provincial  levels. 


Scoring  Guides 

The  scoring  guides  presented  on  pages  30  to  35  will  be  used  to  grade  the 
written-response  section.  The  descriptions  of  the  criteria  for  scoring  will 
be  adjusted  to  reflect  the  requirements  of  each  specific  assignment  and  actual 
student  responses.  Training  in  the  use  of  these  guides  will  be  provided  at 
the  marking  sessions.  Since  the  scoring  guides  do  not  appear  in  the  test 
booklet,  teachers  should  familiarize  their  students  with  the  criteria  prior  to 
their  writing  the  test. 
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SAMPLE  QUESTIONS 


Examples  of  both  multiple-choice  and  written-response  questions  are  presented 
on  pages  13  to  29.  They  illustrate  the  nature  and  complexity  of  the  questions 
that  will  appear  on  the  test.  Background  information  for  each  multiple-choice 
question  is  provided.  In  addition  to  the  keyed  response,  each  question  is 
classified  according  to  the  topic  and  objective  on  which  it  is  based.  The 
difficulty  level  of  the  question,  indicating  the  percentage  of  students  tested 
who  answered  the  question  correctly,  is  also  given.  Please  note  that  this 
collection  of  questions  does  not  represent  the  emphasis  of  the  course.  The 
weightings  assigned  to  the  different  course  objectives  for  the  actual  test  are 
indicated  in  the  blueprints  on  pages  7 and  8 of  this  bulletin. 

You  are  encouraged  to  familiarize  your  students  with  the  types  of  questions 
that  will  appear  on  the  achievement  test  by  having  them  work  through  the 
sample  questions. 
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PART  A:  Mulitple-Choice  Questions 


A sample  of  the  instruction  page  that  contains  the  specific  directions  for 
answering  the  multiple-choice  portion  of  the  test  is  presented  below.  Sample 
questions  are  found  on  pages  13  to  21. 


GRADE  t SOCIAL  STUDIES  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 
PART  A:  MULTIPLE  CHOICE 

GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS 


1 .  Please  be  sure  that  you  have  put  your  name  and  other  information  on  your  answer  sheet 
before  you  begin  this  pan  of  the  test. 


2.  This  test  has  50  questions.  You  will  not  be  finished  until  you  see  the  STOP  sign  on 
page  28.  You  have  50  minutes  to  complete  this  pan  of  the  test. 

3.  Read  carefully.  Choose  the  CORRECT  or  BEST  answer  for  each  question. 

4.  Mark  your  answer  on  the  answer  sheet  with  an  HB  pencil  only.  Be  sure  that  the 
number  on  the  answer  sheet  is  the  same  as  the  question  number  in  the  test  booklet. 

Example: 

Test  Booklet  Answer  Sheet 

8.  Edmonton  is  the  capital  city  of  A B C D 

A.  British  Columbia  8.  O • O O 

B.  Alberta 

C.  Saskatchewan 

D.  Manitoba 


5.  Fill  in  the  entire  circle  for  each  answer  that  you  choose.  If  you  make  a mistake,  erase 
your  first  mark  COMPLETELY  and  fill  in  the  correct  circle. 


6.  Try  to  answer  every  question. 


DO  NOT  WRITE  ON  THE  TEST  BOOKLET 
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An  asterisk  denotes  the  correct  answer  for  each  question. 

Question  1. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  1,  the  student  is  required  to  read  and 
interpret  the  latitude  - longitude  grid  system  on  the  map. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A,  skill  objective  - gather  and  organize  data  by 

reading  and  interpreting  the  latitude  - longitude  grid 
system  on  a simple  world  map 

Difficulty:  45% 


Use  the  map  below  to  answer  question  1. 


1.  Which  major  centre  is  located  about  18°N  and  88°W? 


* A. 

Chichen  Itza 

B. 

Cuzco 

C. 

Khartoum 

D. 

Tenochtitlan 
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Use  the  information  below  to  answer  questions  2 and  3. 


Cathy  and  Blair  had  a debate  at  school.  Cathy  chose  to  talk 
about  the  Mayan  civilization.  Blair  spoke  about  his  society. 


Cathy  said: 

I like  the  Mayan  way  of  making  decisions.  Although  their  system 
was  harsh,  at  least  the  Mayans  knew  what  the  rules  were.  The 
Halach  Uinic  (chief  ruler)  and  high  priests  lived  in  the  palaces. 
Noblemen  were  expected  to  live  near  the  city  centre,  while 
farmers  and  peasants  lived  in  small  huts  at  the  edge  of  the  city. 


Blair  said: 

Yes,  but  we  have  more  freedom  in  our  society.  Some  people  don't 
think  it's  important  to  spend  most  of  their  money  on  housing. 
Others  want  large  homes,  so  they  work  hard  to  earn  extra  money. 
These  people  can  afford  to  rent  or  own  bigger  homes.  I think  our 
system  is  fair. 
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Question  2. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  2,  the  student  is  required  to  identify 
the  issue  about  which  the  speakers  disagree. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A,  skill  objective  - identify  and  focus  on  the  issue 

Difficulty:  65% 

2.  Cathy  and  Blair  have  different  ideas  about  how  people  in  a society  should 
make  a decision  about 

A.  how  much  to  pay  for  housing 

B.  how  much  to  charge  for  housing 

* C.  who  gets  the  best  kind  of  housing 
D.  who  gets  a house  of  their  own 


Question  3. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  3,  the  student  is  required  to  identify 
an  advantage  of  the  Mayan  system  of  housing. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A,  value  objective  - develop  an  understanding  of 

values  by  describing  reasons  for  preferring  particular  ways 
of  meeting  needs 

Difficulty:  49% 

3.  According  to  Cathy,  an  advantage  of  the  Mayan  system  of  housing  was  that 

people 

A.  did  not  have  to  go  into  debt 
* B.  knew  what  was  expected  of  them 

C.  got  housing  without  having  to  work 

D.  worked  hard  to  get  what  they  wanted 


Question  4. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  4,  the  student  is  required  to  recall 
that  shelter  is  a physical  need. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  A,  knowledge  objective  - basic  needs:  physical, 

shelter 

Difficulty:  59% 

4.  When  people  build  shelters,  the  basic  need  they  are  trying  to  meet  is 


A. 

social 

B. 

cultural 

* C. 

physical 

D. 

psychological 
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Use  the  information  below  to  answer  questions  5 and  6. 


Mr.  Duncan,  the  manager  of  a Canadian  engineering  company,  is 
working  in  a Southeast  Asian  country.  He  is  surprised  when 
Mr.  Ochoa,  a local  businessman,  arrives  30  minutes  late  for  an 
appointment.  The  following  comments  are  part  of  a conversation 
they  had. 

Mr.  Duncan:  "You  are  late.  I expected  you  half  an  hour  ago. 

We  have  to  follow  schedules  and  meet  tight  deadlines  if  we  are 
going  to  do  this  job  properly.  In  the  engineering  business, 
time  is  money.  My  staff  is  well-trained  and  that  means  well- 
paid.  We  can't  afford  to  have  them  waiting  for  meetings." 

Mr.  Ochoa:  "You  have  misunderstood  our  values.  I never  intended 
to  come  at  the  appointed  time;  my  countrymen  would  not  have 
expected  me  until  later.  To  arrive  on  the  dot  suggests  that  I 
am  not  very  important,  that  I have  nothing  better  to  do  than  keep 
this  one  appointment.  A busy  and  successful  man  has  so  many 
responsibilities  that  he  has  the  right  to  be  late." 
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Question  5. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  5,  the  student  is  required  to  identify 
the  value  underlying  a particular  course  of  action. 
Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B,  value  objective  - develop  competencies  in  value 

analysis 

Difficulty:  47% 

5.  In  running  his  business,  Mr.  Duncan  places  the  MOST  importance  on 

A.  following  other  people's  traditions 

B.  doing  work  in  other  countries 

C.  using  well-trained  workers 
* D.  being  very  efficient 


Question  6. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  6,  the  student  is  required  to  determine 
the  source  of  disagreement  between  two  individuals. 
Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B,  skill  objective  - analyze  and  evaluate  data  by 

explaining  differences  in  perspective 
Difficulty:  62% 

6.  The  misunderstanding  that  has  occurred  between  the  two  men  results 
from  the 

A.  languages  they  speak 
* B.  customs  they  follow 

C.  technology  they  use 

D.  work  they  do 


Question  7. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  7,  the  student  is  required  to  recall  the 
purpose  of  international  relief  agencies. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B,  knowledge  objective  - international  agencies, 

Canadian  International  Development  Agency 
Difficulty:  43% 

7.  The  aim  of  organizations  such  as  the  Canadian  International  Development 
Agency  (CIDA)  is  to  improve  living  conditions  in  Southeast  Asian 
countries  by 

* A.  supporting  local  self-help  programs 

B.  selling  wheat  to  the  people  at  low  prices 

C.  collecting  used  clothing  to  ship  overseas 

D.  encouraging  Southeast  Asians  to  move  to  Canada 
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Question  8. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  8,  the  student  is  required  to  synthesize 
data  from  a reading  to  determine  its  main  point. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  B,  skill  objective  - synthesize  data 

Difficulty:  53% 

Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  8. 


Visitors  to  any  country  bring  more  with  them  than  their  luggage. 
They  also  bring  unnoticed  but  often  important  judgments  they  have 
already  made  about  a country.  These  judgments  determine  what  they 
see  and  learn  while  they  are  visiting. 

Many  people  think  that  all  Southeast  Asian  countries  are  the  same 
because  they  are  close  geographically.  They  fail  to  see  how  the 
people's  cultures,  histories,  and  religions  are  different.  One 
of  the  problems  with  this  way  of  thinking  is  that  it  becomes  too 
easy  to  suggest  the  same  solutions  to  problems  that  appear  the 
same  but  which  may  have  different  causes  in  each  country. 

— American  author  living  in  Thailand 


8.  The  main  point  being  made  by  the  author  is  that 

* A.  it  takes  an  open  mind  to  understand  the  people  of  another  country 

B.  the  geography  of  a country  has  little  effect  on  how  people  live 

C.  no  one  can  solve  the  problems  of  people  in  other  countries 

D.  people  should  visit  one  country  at  a time  to  prevent  misunderstandings 
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Question  9. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  9,  the  student  is  required  to  synthesize 
data  from  a graph  to  determine  its  main  point. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C,  skill  objective  - synthesize  data 

Difficulty:  63% 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  9. 


Helmet  Laws  and  Motorcade  deaths  in  the  United  States 


Deaths 
per  tOOOO 
Motorcycles 


Jaw  in  force  law  in-force,  iawtn  force 


Legend: 


American  states  Without  helmet  laws 
.v.j  American  states  with  helmet  laws 


9.  What  is  the  MAIN  point  presented  in  the  graph? 

A.  Many  states  removed  or  weakened  their  helmet  laws. 

B.  Many  states  have  laws  requiring  the  wearing  of  helmets. 
* C.  Fewer  motorcycle  deaths  occur  when  people  wear  helmets. 

D.  Fewer  motorcycle  deaths  occurred  in  the  second  year. 
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Question  10. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  10,  the  student  is  required  to  evaluate 
an  action  against  the  principle  of  majority  rule. 
Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C,  skill  objective  - evaluate  the  decision  using 

democratic  criteria 
Difficulty:  48% 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  10. 


A number  of  MLAs  presented  the  following  report  to 
the  legislature. 


Conclusions 

• Hospital  costs  are  I 
lower  i hr  accident  \ 
victims  who  were. 
wearing  helmets. 

• Fewer  deaths  occur 

when  helmets 
are  worn. 

• Most  people  do 
not  want  a 
helmet  law. 


After  the  report  was  discussed,  a vote  was  taken. 
The  helmet  law  was  repealed  (removed). 


10.  Based  on  the  principle  of  majority  rule,  the  removal  of  the  helmet  law  was 

* A.  democratic,  because  most  citizens  didn’t  want  the  law 

B.  democratic,  because  some  MLAs  did  research  on  the  law 

C.  undemocratic,  because  hospital  costs  would  be  higher  for  all 

D.  undemocratic,  because  more  Albertans  would  now  die 
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Question  11. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  11,  the  student  is  required  to  recognize 
a feature  of  Canada  that  makes  it  a democracy. 

Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C,  knowledge  objective  - government,  basic 

principles  of  democracy 
Difficulty:  38% 

11.  One  of  the  reasons  that  Canada  is  considered  to  be  a democracy  is  that 
we  have 

A.  premiers  in  every  province 
* B.  leaders  who  are  elected 

C.  a federal  government 

D.  a constitution 


Question  12. 

Cognitive  Process:  To  answer  question  12,  the  student  is  required  to  recall 
the  role  of  the  opposition  in  the  federal  government. 
Curriculum  Focus:  Topic  C,  knowledge  objective  - government  bills,  role  of 

the  opposition 
Difficulty:  48% 

12.  The  main  role  of  the  opposition  in  the  federal  government  is  to 

A.  research  bills  for  the  government 

B.  protect  the  rights  of  provinces 
* C.  present  other  points  of  view 

D.  support  the  party  in  power 
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Part  B:  Written-Response  Questions 


Below  is  a sample  of  the  general  content  and  format  of  the  instructions  for 
answering  the  written-response  portion  of  the  test.  The  sample  questions  are 
presented  on  pages  23  to  29.  The  scoring  guides  used  to  grade  these 
questions  appear  on  pages  30  to  35. 


GRADE  6 SOCIAL  STUDIES  ACHIEVEMENT  TEST 


INTRODUCTION 


PART  B:  WRITTEN  RESPONSE 


This  test  is  made  up  of  several  questions  based  on  an  issue  that  is 
presented  on  the  next  page.  The  information  presented  may  not  have 
been  discussed  in  your  class,  but  your  knowledge  of  social  studies 
should  help  you  work  out  the  answers. 

INSTRUCTIONS 


1.  Make  sure  that  you  have  put  your  name  and  other  information  on 
the  back  of  this  booklet  before  you  begin  the  test. 

2.  You  have  50  minutes  to  complete  this  test. 

3.  Read  the  story  on  the  next  page  carefully  and  think  about  what 
you  have  read.  Then  answer  all  of  the  questions. 

4.  Use  blue  or  black  ink  only. 

5.  Check  your  work  when  you  are  finished. 


- 22 


Read  the  information  below  and  answer  questions  1 and  2. 


A Grade  6 class  was  examining  how  people  in  North  America  and 
Southeast  Asia  live.  In  particular,  they  were  looking  at  how  the 
conditions  in  a country  affect  the  way  people  meet  their  needs.  The 
students  discovered  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  meet  basic  needs 
in  some  countries  than  in  others.  While  they  were  discussing  this 
the  question  arose:  "Should  we  encourage  Southeast  Asians  to 
immigrate  to  Canada?" 


1. 

(1  mark) 


People  usually  immigrate  to  Canada  because  they  believe  that  such  a 
move  will  improve  their  lives.  Name  a country  or  a colony  in 
Southeast  Asia  from  which  many  people  have  recently  moved. 


2.  What  condition  in  that  country  or  colony  has  made  people  want  to  move 
(1  mark)  to  Canada? 
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Read  the  stories  below  then  answer  questions  3 to  5. 
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3.  How  might  Canadians  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by  encouraging 
(2  marks)  Southeast  Asians  to  immigrate  to  Canada?  Give  a reason  for  your 
answer. 


4.  How  might  Southeast  Asians  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by 
(2  marks)  immigrating  to  Canada?  Give  a reason  for  your  answer. 


5.  Think  about  your  answers  to  questions  3 and  4.  What  general 
(2  marks)  statement  can  be  made  about  how  immigration  helps  people  meet  their 
needs?  Explain  your  answer. 
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Read  the  students'  comments  below  before  answering  questions  6 and  7. 


The  best  foreign  aid 
to  give  Southeast 
Asian  countries  is 
to  let  some  of 
their  poor  people 
immigrate  to  Canada. 

The  immigrants  will 
have  better  living 
conditions  here. 

Some  people  in 
Southeast  Asia  will 
also  benefit  because 
Canadian  immigrants 
often  send  money 
earned  in  Canada 
home  to  their  relatives. 


The  only  Southeast 
Asians  who  can  afford 
to  immigrate  are 
those  who  are  wealthy 
and  educated.  We 
should  not  encourage 
these  people  to  come 
to  Canada.  Their  skill 
and  wealth  is  needed  in 
their  own  homeland.  They 
should  stay  home  and  make 
their  own  country  a better 
place  to  live. 


DOUG 


Immigrants  have  to 
adopt  many  new  ways 
of  living.  This 
process  takes  a long 
time.  It  is  up- 
setting both  to 
Canadians  and  to 
the  new  immigrants 
if  too  many  people 
are  allowed  into 
Canada  at  one  time. 

I think  we  should 
limit  the  number  of 
immigrants  who  come 
to  Canada. 


SHERRY 


Immigrants  bring 
their  customs  and 
way  of  doing  things 
with  them  when  they 
move  to  another 
country.  We  learn 
many  things  from 
people  who  move  from 
their  old  countries. 
Canada  would  be  a 
better  place  if  we 
encouraged  more 
Southeast  Asians 
to  immigrate  to  Canada. 


CLAIRE 
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These  are  some  of  the  values  or  beliefs  that  have  been  expressed  by 
the  four  students: 


• being  fair  to  others 

• having  a sense  of  security 

• having  a comfortable  life 

• protecting  one's  own  welfare 

• maintaining  traditions 


• sharing  with  others 

• having  a sense  of  belonging 

• having  pride  in  one's  community 

• having  harmony  in  the  community 

• treating  people  equally 


6.  Choose  one  of  the  four  students  whose  opinion  is  given  on  page  26. 
(3  marks) 

Student's  name  

Choose  a value  from  the  box  above  that  this  student  thinks  is 
important. 

Value  

What  did  the  student  say  to  make  you  think  that  he/she  holds  this 
value? 


7.  Now  choose  a student  whose  opinion  on  the  issue  is  OPPOSITE 
(4  marks)  to  that  of  the  student  you  named  above. 

Student's  name  

Choose  a value  from  the  box  above  that  this  student  thinks  is 
important. 

Value  

What  did  the  student  say  to  make  you  think  that  he/she  holds  this 
value? 


- 27  - 


'WE  SHOULD  ENCOURAGE  SOUTHEAST  ASIANS  TO  IMMIGRATE  TO  CANADA. 


8.  Think  about  whether  you  agree  or  disagree  with  the  statement  above. 
(15  marks) 

In  two  or  more  paragraphs,  state  your  opinion  and  give  the  reasons 
and  arguments  that  you  would  use  to  persuade  your  classmates  to 
agree  with  you.  Try  to  be  convincing.  Pay  attention  to  how  you 
organize  and  present  your  ideas.  Remember  to  finish  your  work 
with  a concluding  statement. 

Use  the  lined  pages  for  your  answers. 

You  may  use  the  space  below  to  plan  your  ideas  before  you  begin  to 
write. 


- 28  - 


Begin  your  answer  here. 


WRITTEN-RESPONSE  SCORING  GUIDE 


Questions  1 and  2 

Response  Mode:  Several  words  or  phrases,  or  a complete  sentence 

Mark  Allocation:  Two  marks  distributed  according  to  the  following  criteria 


1.  One  mark  for  correctly  naming  a country  or  colony  in  Southeast  Asia 
from  which  many  people  have  recently  immigrated. 

2.  A second  mark  for  correctly  identifying  a condition  in  the  selected 
country  or  colony  that  motivates  such  immigration. 
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Questions  3 and  4 


Response  Mode:  One  or  more  ideas  expressed  in  one  or  more  phrases  or 

sentences 

Mark  Allocation:  Two  marks  for  each  question  according  to  the  following 

criteria 


3.  Two  marks  for  correctly  identifying  an  example  of  how 

Canadians  might  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by  encouraging 
immigration  and  for  providing  an  adequate  reason  for  the  answer. 

One  mark  for  correctly  identifying  an  example  of  how 
Canadians  might  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by  encouraging 
immigration,  without  providing  a reason,  or  for  providing  a reason 
that  is  incomplete  or  inaccurate. 

Zero  marks  for  an  inadequate,  inaccurate,  or  off-topic 
response . 


4.  Two  marks  for  correctly  identifying  an  example  of  how  Southeast 
Asians  might  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by  immigrating  to 
Canada,  and  for  providing  an  adequate  reason  for  the  answer. 

One  mark  for  correctly  identifying  an  example  of  how  Southeast 
Asians  might  be  better  able  to  meet  their  needs  by  immigrating  to 
Canada,  without  providing  a reason  or  for  providing  a reason  that  is 
incomplete  or  inaccurate. 

Zero  marks  for  an  inadequate,  inaccurate,  or  off-topic 
response. 
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Question  5 


Response  Mode:  One  or  more  ideas  expressed  in  one  or  more  phrases  or 

sentences 


Mark  Allocation:  Two  marks  distributed  according  to  the  following  criteria 


Two  marks  for  stating  a conclusion  or  a generalization  that  is  accurate 
and  logically  consistent  and  for  defending  it  with  a valid  reason. 

One  mark  for  stating  an  accurate  and  logically  consistent  generalization 
or  conclusion,  without  providing  valid  support,  or  for  providing  a reason 
that  is  incomplete  or  inaccurate. 

Zero  marks  for  an  inadequate,  inaccurate,  or  off-topic  response. 
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Questions  6 and  7 


Response  Mode:  Several  words  or  phrases  or  complete  sentences. 

Mark  Allocation:  Seven  marks  distributed  according  to  the  following 

criteria. 


Question  6 

1.  One  mark  for  naming  an  appropriate  value  for  the  chosen  speaker. 

2.  Two  marks  for  an  appropriate  paraphrase  or  explanation.  One  mark 
for  giving  an  appropriate  but  unexplained  quote  from  the  chosen 
speaker,  or  for  a response  that  is  vague.  Zero  marks  for  an 
inadequate,  inaccurate,  or  off-topic  response. 


Question  7 

1.  One  mark  for  selecting  a speaker  whose  opinion  is  opposite  to  that 
of  the  first  speaker  chosen. 

2.  One  mark  for  naming  an  appropriate  value  for  the  chosen  speaker. 

3.  Two  marks  for  an  appropriate  paraphrase  or  explanation.  One  mark 
for  giving  an  appropriate  but  unexplained  quote  from  the  chosen 
speaker,  or  for  a response  that  is  vague.  Zero  marks  for  an 
inadequate,  inaccurate,  or  off-topic  response. 
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Question  8 


Response  Mode: 

An  extended  response,  two  or  more  paragraphs  in  length. 

Mark  Allocation: 

A total  of  15  marks  is  allotted  to  this  question.  The 
question  will  be  scored  within  two  dimensions: 
Persuasiveness  and  Logic  of  Supporting  Arguments,  and 
Quality  of  Language  and  Expression.  Both  dimensions  are 
based  on  five-point  scales,  but  the  score  on  the  first 
dimension.  Persuasiveness  and  Logic  of  Supporting 
Arguments,  will  be  multiplied  by  two  for  a total  of  10 
marks.  The  criteria  for  scoring  question  8 appear  below 
and  on  the  following  page. 

1. 

PERSUASIVENESS  AND  LOGIC  OF  SUPPORTING  ARGUMENTS 

DESCRIPTOR 

CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING 

EXCELLENT 

5 

A strong  position  is  developed  based  on  one  or  more 
carefully  selected  points.  The  arguments  are  logically 
supported  by  statements  of  fact  or  experience.  A sound 
and  very  persuasive  argument  is  presented. 

GOOD 

! 4 

A clear  position  is  developed  based  on  one  or  more 
relevant  points.  The  arguments  are  supported  by  logical 
reasoning.  A persuasive  argument  is  presented. 

SATISFACTORY 

3 

An  identifiable  position  is  developed  based  on  one  or 
more  supporting,  although  minor,  points.  The  arguments 
while  adequate,  may  contain  a number  of  unwarranted 
assumptions  or  assertions.  A generally  persuasive 
argument  is  presented. 

LIMITED 

2 

A confused  position  is  developed,  or  an  identifiable 
position  is  developed  that  is  supported  with  arguments 
that  lack  relevance.  The  arguments  are  based  on  emotion 
rather  than  logic.  A generally  unpersuasive  argument  is 
presented. 

POOR 

1 

No  position  is  discernible,  or  a position  is  stated, 
but  little  or  no  attempt  is  made  to  develop  it.  An 
unpersuasive  argument  is  presented. 

A zero  is  assigned  to  papers  that  are  blank  or  totally  illegible.  It  is  not 
an  indicator  of  quality. 
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2.  QUALITY  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  EXPRESSION* 


DESCRIPTOR 

CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING 

EXCELLENT 

5 

Ideas  are  accurately  expressed  and  logically  organized. 
The  language  used  is  accurate  and  effective,  although 
minor  grammatical,  punctuation,  and  spelling  errors  may 
be  present. 

GOOD 

4 

Ideas  are  clearly  expressed  and  well  organized.  The 
language  used  is  clear  and  understandable,  although 
minor  grammatical,  punctuation,  and  spelling  errors  may 
be  present. 

SATISFACTORY 

3 

Ideas  are  adequately  expressed  and  organized.  The 
language  used  is  understandable,  although  there  may  be 
a number  of  grammatical,  punctuation,  and  spelling 
errors. 

LIMITED 

2 

Ideas  are  expressed  in  a confused  and  vague  manner. 

The  language  used  displays  frequent  grammatical, 
punctuation,  and  spelling  errors  making  it  difficult  to 
understand  what  is  being  communicated. 

POOR 

1 

Ideas  are  expressed  in  a generally  incomprehensible 
manner.  The  language  used  is  so  seriously  flawed  with 
grammatical,  punctuation,  and  spelling  errors  that 
meaningful  communication  is  obstructed. 

‘Given  the  circumstances  under  which  students  are  required  to  write,  it  is  not 
possible  for  them  to  edit  and  refine  their  work.  Grammatical  and  spelling 
errors  are  therefore  tolerated  provided  that  they  do  not  impede  communication. 
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